
Creative Coast, an arts organiza-
tion based in Victoria BC, which 
has a number of grants funded 
projects in the works, has made it 
one of their mandates to connect 
and link the 26 arts councils in op-
eration throughout Vancouver Is-
land in order to identify and meet 
the various needs of artists across 
a wide range of circumstances 
and geography. Arts councils as 
far away as Esquimalt, Port Al-
berni, Sooke and all the way north 
to NVIAS; our own North Van-
couver Island Artists Society, are 
meeting regularly to explore arts 
related issues such as infrastruc-
ture, tourism, marketing, etc. A 
newly formed steering committee 
plans to meet regularly using the 
virtual chat room ZOOM to dis-
cuss and brainstorm new projects 
going forward. A recent arts event 
May 19-20 organized by Creative 
Coast, called ART COACH, saw 
North Island artists gathering for 
the first time in several years. The 
event’s intended purpose was 
to provide digital and technical 
skills training to local artists to 
enhance or amplify their arts foot-
print as well as their arts practice. 
With grant funding awarded by 
the Canada Council of the Arts, 
Creative Coast was able to se-
cure the services of Jason Guille 
of Stream of Consciousness 
the media company in Victoria. 
The ART COACH project saw 
Jason’s team; Ryan Landa and 
Andrew Clippingdale; the tech 
savvy photography, cinematog-
raphy, sound and lighting profes-
sionals travel to communities on 
the island to interact with groups 
of artists. After arriving here in 
Port McNeill on Wednesday for 
an evening set up, the team was 
able to enjoy the local fare at the 
Devil’s Bath Brewery. Two days 
of rigorous and exhausting hands-
on training followed. Various 
stations had been set up in the 
Port McNeill Community Hall 
where artists could learn how to 
take self-portraits, to photograph 
completed art pieces, and to film 
works in progress and art being 
actively done. Filmed interviews 
were also conducted. Each day 
began with a round table check-in 
where everyone introduced them-
selves and shared some of their 
challenges as artists practising in 
remote communities of the North 
Vancouver Island area. “This day 
has been an amazing opportunity 
to meet artists and creative people 
from the North Island and be in-
spired to talk about our art and en-

courage each other,” shared Wen-
dy Waring, a multimedia talented 
artist who recently move to Port 
McNeill from Ireland. During the 
day while one artist was being 
filmed or having their art filmed, 
other artists were set up around 
the large room and working away 
on current projects. Many spon-
taneous conversations and inter-
actions occurred which was very 
gratifying for the group after so 
many months in isolation. 
“My ride share is now a beauti-

ful new friend”, said well-known 
artist Jeanne James-Hory of Coal 
Harbour. “To have access to these 
incredibly talented professionals, 
and to benefit from their wealth 
of knowledge, was incredible,” 
she continued enthusiastically. 
“Thank you!” 
Geoff Heith, a local cinematog-

rapher with extensive media and 
technology skills, was also on 
hand to interact with the team and 
the artists. Several follow-up arts 
projects are being explored with 
him. The focus, as it were, is pri-
marily on how to create quality 
photographs for use in promo-
tional materials or in the creation 
of art prints and art cards. A note-
book passed around the group 
resulted in numerous entries ex-
pressing the surprise and appreci-
ation of learning and regrouping, 

of sharing and being heard, and of 
the promise of new projects being 
planned. 
“Artistically, digitally, we are 

separated by miles but now have 
new tools to decrease that sense 
of going it alone,” said participant 
artist Betty Carlson of Sointula. 
Each artist will receive a “loot 
bag” of tech goodies that they 
can then turn around and use on 
their own promotional efforts 
such as social media, pamphlets, 
art cards, flyers and posters, and 
websites.  To learn more about 
NVIAS North Vancouver Island 
Artists society go to: https://nvias.
ca To register for any of the clev-
er, interesting, informative and 
free projects and services CRE-
ATIVE COAST has in the works 

go to: https://www.creativecoast.
ca To view Geoff Heith’s won-
derful work promoting the North 
Island lifestyle including wilder-
ness, fishing, and the arts go to: 
https://www.geoffheith.ca For 
more information about the amaz-
ing work being done by there 
crew visit https://streamofcon-
sciousness.ca submitted by Susan 
Mohler Quatsino resident, artist 
and community volunteer web-
site https://seasidestudioandgal-
lery.com Instagram https://www.
instagram.com/seaside_quatsino/ 
airbnb https://www.airbnb.ca/
rooms/54032658
(Susan Mohler is a Quatsino 

resident, artist and community 
volunteer www.seasidestudio-
andgallery.com)
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Art Amplification event held

Photo —Geoff Heith
A recent arts event organized by Creative Coast, called ART COACH, saw North Island 

artists gather in Port McNeill for the first time in several years to receive digital and tech-
nical skills training. Above, Ryan Landa and Andrew Clippingdale work with artist Jeanne 
James-Hory.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Village of Port Alice is selling the property 

located at 1110 Marine Drive
Described as Lot A, Plan EPP100560, District Lot 

2137, Rupert Land District
The purpose of the sale is for a developer to build 

Tourist Accommodation on the site.
The property has been listed with Ed Handja, 

Royal LePage Realty Ltd.
Website: campbellriverrealestate.com 

or Realtor.ca

Bonnie Danyk, Village of Port Alice CAO / CFO
Phone: 250-284-3391 email: cao@portalice.ca
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